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PLUS:
4+ Newland brings master-planned
communities to Virginia.

#+ Feds say morlgage fraud Is a $1.2
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High-Tech Help In
the Race for Land

Builders use software lo spot available land before

the competition gets there.
n the not too distant past, big bailders

land the old-fush
and

wirnt looking lor
foned wav=by driving arownd

asking the locals to point them to o

vicant trosl

But the dayvs of scomting lond victually on
lowot e over Big builders are turming 1o o
high-tech  tonl that combines grllh[l.llt._ﬂ
mapping and dotg minkng o navigate their
wirv around the land sweepstakes and nil o
sale biefore anyone else even Knows o parcel
is availakle

I'he software is called LandVision, de
veloped by Californin-based Digital Map
It uses perial maps combined

with proprietacy informution, such as s

Products

revords o help builders fnd the band, bos
it el desvelop it =1t is o new way ol digging
for gold,” savs James Skorzynski, fonnder
imid president of Digitd Map Products, =Oar

www.bigbuilderonline.com

product is not about lsied properties, its
about all properties”

More than 120 builderss are using the
That includes DR Horon in
Texns and Californin as well as KB Home,
Cenitex Pulte
American Homes, Ryvland Homes, SunCal
Co, Heazer Homes 1USA, John Laing Homes
Angeles, and Taylar Woodnow's
I'he eost depends on

soltwars,

Corp., Homes, Richmond

in Lo
sotithwieest division
how i o geographic area vou are scouting
nccording to Shurzvnski

I vois are o bnaibder who does infill in C
ange County, vou will pav less than DR
Horton, less than the 31,0000 month for the
litthe guy,™ hee savs,

Thit big plus is that builders are able w
find land apportunities before the compet
tion does, They can make an offer even if the
property is not on the market. LandVision,

billion business and growing,

eI, L e ase s T N

HIGH-TECH MAPS: Builders are uzing high-tech
toels that cambine geospatial mapping and dats mining
ta lscate available land for develogment.

fiorr exampliy, can help a builder search [or 10
aeres of lnnd adjpcent o an old shopping
conter or an pging bowling allev. Or it con
identify post-¥World Wore I row that could be
replaced with mew townhouses.

Locaton intelhigence is a growing buosi
nisss, and not just for buailders. Digiml Map's
first client was the Los Angeles Unified
Schonl District that tapped into LandYision
st year e help find sies for 2000 new
schionls that will be built aver the next 10
v, It b alsio i ool that cuts seonting timie
dramatically and makes it possible for a
builder to overlay information, such os aerd
al photography, property boundories, and
owner information with o few clicks of a
IS,

Dean Maner, senior vice president of
business development for Young Homes, o
Califormin company, Knows how aseful i
is, The company bullds about 70 homes a
vear priced from 35500000 to $G50,000 in
San Bernodino and Riverside counties. 1t
specializes in using the Internet (o fod in
fill properties that are hidden

The company uses LandVision o -scope
out lond and research a property before it
actually gets on the markel. Maner is in
charge of the Los Angeles-Orange County
area for the company, but he &5 not just look
ing to buy vacant land parcels,

“l nm looking to buy churches, bowling
illews, rail transit housing, and commuter
train housing,” Maner savs,

Hee i nol looking for large traclts of
property bl pareels that can be assembled
together, In Fontana, Calil, the company
has nssembld 500 aores near the Colifor
nin racewny, and plans o develop it are
underway, The properties were spotied hy
using LandVision. “We like o purchase,
entitle, nnd buaild our own prodoct, and to
do s0, we need to find things that others

cannit find,” Maner savs, =Judi Hosson
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